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Agenda

• Introductory discussion

• E-R Model

• FRBR

• Overview of MARC21

• RDA

• AACR2 vs. RDA

• MARC21 and RDA



Discussion and introductions

• What do you want out of today? 

• What is best cataloguing practice for you? 

Your organisation? For your users?

– Provide every bit of detail available in every 

record

– Only provide a minimum amount of 

information 

– Somewhere in between?

– Something else? 



FRBR and RDA are based on the 

Entity-Relationship (E-R) Model

• Entities are things or classes of things

• Relationships are how entities relate to 

each other 

• Entities and relationships can have 

attributes, which are properties that 

describe them



E-R Model - example

http://jcsites.juniata.edu/faculty/rhodes/dbms/ermodel



E-R Model – example

http://logicalread.solarwinds.com/sql-server-entity-relationship-model-mc03/#.VqSjtyqLShc
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FRBR: Functional Requirements for 

Bibliographic Records
http://www.ifla.org/files/assets/cataloguing/frbr/frbr_2008.pdf

• Conceptual model

• Does not outline cataloguing rules

• Uses the E-R Model 

• The cataloguing system RDA (Resource 
Description and Access) uses FRBR

• From IFLA (International Federation 
of Library Associations and Institutions), 
1998

• Focus on relationships between 
bibliographic data and users as well as 
users’ needs 

http://www.ifla.org/files/assets/cataloguing/frbr/frbr_2008.pdf
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Why Do Libraries Need FRBR?

• To avoid becoming marginalized by other 
information delivery services 

• To cut costs for the description and access to 
resources in our libraries

• To encourage redesign of our systems to 
move us into linked data information 
discovery and navigation systems in the 
Internet environment 

• To make our bibliographic descriptions and 
access data more internationally acceptable

Tillett, Barbara. Keeping libraries relevant in the semantic Web with RDA: Resource 
Description and Access. First appeared in Serials, Nov. 2011 issue, Vol. 24, no. 3. 
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• Find: to locate either a single entity or a set of entities as 
the result of a search using an attribute or relationship of 
the entity 

• Identify: to confirm that the entity described corresponds 
to the entity sought, or to distinguish between two or more 
entities with similar characteristics 

• Select: to choose an entity that meets the user's 
requirements with respect to content, physical format, etc., 
or to reject an entity as being inappropriate to the user's 
needs

• Obtain: to acquire an entity through purchase, loan, etc., 
or to access an entity electronically through an online 
connection

User tasks in FRBR
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Entities: Modeling the 

Bibliographic Universe in FRBR

• Group 1 Entities – Works, 
Expressions, Manifestations, and 
Items (today’s focus)

• Group 2 Entities – Persons, 
Corporate Bodies, Families

• Group 3 Entities – Concept, 
Place, Event, Object, plus all 
Group 1 & 2 Entities



FRBR in the real world

• The Work is the idea of a chair, which can be 
defined as something to sit on, has legs, and a seat, and 
any particular model of one  was thought up by a 
particular person 

• The Expression is the idea of that chair taking shape 
into a specific type of chair, such as an office chair, a 
dining room table chair, a schoolroom chair, a lounge 
chair, a metal folding chair, etc. 

• The Manifestation is the manufacturing run of an 
Ikea office chair that has black cloth and the ability to 
adjust height. 

• The Item is the chair you are sitting in now.
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Group 1 Vocabulary

“Book”

–Who illustrated?
(expression)

–Who wrote?
(work)

Cited from Patrick LeBoeuf, former chair of the IFLA FRBR Review Group
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Group 1 Vocabulary

“Book”

Door prop

(item)

“publication” 
at bookstore 
any copy

(manifestation)

Cited from Patrick LeBoeuf, former chair of the IFLA FRBR Review Group



Group 1 E-R Diagram 

http://www.loc.gov/cds/downloads/FRBR.PDF
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The Work in FRBR

• Abstract entity - ideas

• No single material object one can 

point to

• Recognised through individual 

realisations or expressions

• Exists only in the commonality of 

content between and among the 

various expressions



• Title

• Form (poem, play, sonata, fiction)

• Date created

• Other distinguishing characteristics (for works 
with the same name)

• Intended audience

• Context for the work

Some attributes of a FRBR Work
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A. Digitised version of the printed Oxford 
University Press text published in 2008?

B. Leatherbound autographed copy in Rare 
Books Collection? 

C. French translation?

D. London Symphony Orchestra 2005 
performance?

E. Shakespeare’s Hamlet?

17

Identify the FRBR Work

Tillett, Barbara. Library of Congress. March 4, 2009. FRBR: Things You 
Should Know, But Were Afraid To Ask 
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A. We should order that book. 

B. I'd like to read that book in  

French.

C. I have lost my book.

D. That movie is based on my 

favorite book.

Which “book” is the FRBR Work?

Riva, Pat. CLA 2010 Conference, Edmonton, Alberta. 2 June 2010.   IFLA’s 
Conceptual Models and RDA
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The Expression in FRBR

• The intellectual or artistic realization of a 
work in the form of:

– Alpha-numeric notation

– Musical notation

– Choreographic notation

– Sound

– Image

– Object

– Movement

– Or any combination of such forms

How the ideas are 
communicated



• Title

• Form (sound, text, audiovisual)

• Date created

• Language

• Extent – size, number of words, etc.

• Summarization (abstract, songs, parts)

Some attributes of a FRBR 

Expression
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Identify the FRBR Expression

Tillett, Barbara. Library of Congress. March 4, 2009. FRBR: Things You 
Should Know, But Were Afraid To Ask 

A. Digitised version of the printed Oxford 
University Press text published in 2008?

B. Leatherbound autographed copy in Rare 
Books Collection? 

C. French translation?

D. London Symphony Orchestra 2005 
performance?

E. Shakespeare’s Hamlet?
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A. We should order that book. 

B. I'd like to read that book in  

French.

C. I have lost my book.

D. That movie is based on my 

favorite book.

Which “book” is the FRBR Expression?

Riva, Pat. CLA 2010 Conference, Edmonton, Alberta. 2 June 2010.   IFLA’s 
Conceptual Models and RDA
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• Encompasses a wide range of 
materials

– Manuscripts

– Books

– Periodicals

– Maps

– Represents all the physical objects that 
bear the same characteristics, in respect 
to both intellectual content and physical 
form

The Manifestation in FRBR

• Posters
• Sound recordings
• CD-ROMs
• Multimedia kits



• Title

• Statement of responsibility (author, creator)

• Edition/issue

• Place of publication/distribution

• Publisher/distributor

• Date of publication

• Fabricator/manufacturer

• Series statement

• Forms of carrier – physical (vol., film)

• Extent of carrier – physical (pp.)

• Physical medium (material used to produce – marble, metal)

• Capture mode (means used to produce – digital, ink)

• Dimensions of carrier – height, width, depth, diameter

• Manifestation ID – ISBN, DOI, etc. 

Some attributes of a FRBR 

Manifestation (cataloguing starts 

here for bibliographic description)
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A. Digitized version of the printed Oxford 
University Press text published in 2008?

B. Leatherbound autographed copy in Rare 
Books Collection? 

C. French translation?

D. London Symphony Orchestra 2005 
performance?

E. Shakespeare’s Hamlet?

25

Identify the FRBR 

Manifestation

Tillett, Barbara. Library of Congress. March 4, 2009. FRBR: Things You 
Should Know, But Were Afraid To Ask 
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Which “book” is the FRBR Manifestation?

Riva, Pat. CLA 2010 Conference, Edmonton, Alberta. 2 June 2010.   IFLA’s 
Conceptual Models and RDA

A. We should order that book. 

B. I'd like to read that book in  

French.

C. I have lost my book.

D. That movie is based on my 

favorite book.



Manifestation: bibliographic 

record



28

The Item in FRBR

• Item is a concrete entity

• A single physical object (e.g., a copy of a 
one-volume monograph, a single audio 
cassette, etc.) 

or:

• Can comprise more than one physical 
object (e.g., a monograph issued as two 
separately bound volumes, a recording 
issued on three separate compact discs, 
etc.). 
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Identify the FRBR Item

A. Digitized version of the printed Oxford 
University Press text published in 2008?

B. Leatherbound autographed copy in Rare 
Books Collection? 

C. French translation?

D. London Symphony Orchestra 2005 
performance?

E. Shakespeare’s Hamlet?

Tillett, Barbara. Library of Congress. March 4, 2009. FRBR: Things You 
Should Know, But Were Afraid To Ask 
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Which “book” is the FRBR Item?

Riva, Pat. CLA 2010 Conference, Edmonton, Alberta. 2 June 2010.   IFLA’s 
Conceptual Models and RDA

A. We should order that book. 

B. I'd like to read that book in  

French.

C. I have lost my book.

D. That movie is based on my 

favorite book.
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Attributes of an Item (used for 

cataloguing holdings records)

• Item identifier

• Provenance of the item

• Marks/inscriptions

• Exhibition history

• Condition of the item

• Treatment history

• Scheduled treatment

• Access restrictions on the item

• Fingerprint



Item: Holdings record
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Identifying Group 1 Entities

Harry Potter and the Goblet of 
Fire

Summary: Fourteen-year-old 
Harry Potter joins the Weasleys 
at the Quidditch World Cup, then 
enters his fourth year at 
Hogwarts Academy where he is 
mysteriously entered in an 
unusual contest that challenges 
his wizarding skills, friendships 
and character, amid signs that an 
old enemy is growing stronger. 

This book is number four in the 
Harry Potter series. 
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• Original English version (2000) 
– Bloomsbury (UK) hardcover

– Bloomsbury (UK) paperback

– Bloomsbury (UK) paperback (adult 
cover)

– Scholastic (US) hardcover

– Scholastic (US) paperback

– Raincoast (Canada) hardcover

– Raincoast (Canada) paperback

– Penguin (Canada) paperback (adult 
cover)

Identifying Group 1 Entities

Expression

Manifestations
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• Translations 
– Arabic

• Hardcover

• Softcover

– Finnish
• Hardcover

• Softcover

– Italian
• Hardcover

• Softcover

Identifying Group 1 Entities

Group of Expressions

Expression

Manifestations

Expression

Manifestations

Expression

Manifestations



• Audiobooks 

– Jim Dale’s reading (2000)

• Listening Library: 17 cassettes 

• Listening Library: 12 CDs

– Stephen Fry’s unabridged 

reading (2001)

• BBC Audiobooks: 14 CDs

• BBC Audiobooks: 18 cassettes

36

Identifying Group 1 Entities

Group of Expressions

Expression

Expression

Manifestations

Manifestations
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• Audiobooks in translation

• French

– CD

– Cassette

• Japanese

– CD

– Cassette

Identifying Group 1 Entities

Group of Expressions

Expression

Expression

Manifestations

Manifestations
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Original English version (2000) 

Scholastic (US) hardcover

Barcoded copy in the collection

Identifying Group 1 Entities

Expression

Manifestation

Item
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Adaptations: 
• Movie: Harry Potter and the Goblet of 

Fire (2005) 

• Video game: Harry Potter and the Goblet 

of Fire (2005) 

Identifying Group 1 Entities

Expressions or Works?



For the manifestation at 
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Harry-Potter-Half-Blood-Prince/dp/1408855704

use a library catalogue to find at least one related 

work, expression, or manifestation. What is the 

relationship(s) between them? Try to draw the 

relationship(s) using an entity-relationship (E-R) 

diagram. 

Practice: E-R diagrams and FRBR

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Harry-Potter-Half-Blood-Prince/dp/1408855704


https://www.amazon.co.uk/Mozart-Requiem-Wolfgang-

Amadeus/dp/B000001G8I

Example for practice

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Mozart-Requiem-Wolfgang-Amadeus/dp/B000001G8I


Seen on the “Troublesome Catalogers and 

Magical Metadata Fairies” Facebook Group

Overview of MARC21

Answer: 
MAchine
Readable 
Cataloging 
(or that’s 
MY story, at 
least!)



Parts of a MARC bib record

• Field labels, 
indicators, 
subfields, and 
content

• Leader: 24 
characters; starts a 
record; sets record 
type etc. 

• Control fields 
(00X): fixed in 
length
– 008 is called the 

“fixed field” and 
each character 
has a set meaning

Leader

008 - Fixed field

020 – ISBN field

040– Cataloging source

082 – Dewey number (call number)



Parts of a MARC bib record

• 20X-24X: Title and 
related fields

• 245: Title and 
statement of 
responsibility 
– 245 $a is Title

– 245 $b is remainder 
of title (not here)

– 245 $c is Statement 
of Responsibility

• 260 (for AACR2) and 
264 (for RDA): 
Publication 
information



Parts of a MARC bib record

• 3XX: Physical 
description
– 300 $a: Extent

– 300 $b: Other physical 
details

– 300 $c: Dimensions

– 336: Content type 
(RDA)

– 337: Media type (RDA)

– 338: Carrier type 
(RDA)

• 490: Series statement

• 5XX: Notes 
– 500: General note (not 

here)

– 504: Bibliography, etc.



Parts of a MARC bib record

• 6XX: Subject access fields
– 650: Subject added entry  -

Topical term

• 70X-75X: Added entry 
fields (additional 
authorised access points 
in RDA)

– 700: Added entry –
Personal name

• 76X-78X (not here) –
Linking entry fields

• 80X-840 – Series added 
entry fields

• 841-88X – Holdings, etc. 
– 852 – Location

– 856 – URL to electronic 
resource/web page 



Is the same as:

245 10 $a Interactive information seeking, behaviour, and retrieval, $d 
Ian Ruthven and Diane Kelly

Is the same as:

field 245, 

first indicator 1, 

second indicator 2,

subfield a Interactive information seeking, behaviour, and retrieval,

subfield c Ian Ruthven and Diane Kelly

Reading MARC records
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MARC bibliographic record

and FRBR Entities

1XX = person, family, corporate body, work, 
expression

130/240 = work, expression
245-260, 490 = manifestation
300 = expression, manifestation
other 3XX = work, expression, manifestation
5XX = work, expression, manifestation, item
700-730 = person, family, corporate body, 

work, expression
760-787 = related work, expression, 

manifestation
8XX = work, expression, manifestation

Slide modified from Judy Kuhagen’s Module A presentation on RDA



• AACR2 (Anglo-American Cataloguing 

Rules) and RDA (Resource Description 

and Access)

– Both define rules for descriptive cataloguing 

– Both provide rules for describing different 

material types, different sources of metadata

Introduction to RDA
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What was wrong with AACR? 

• Increasingly complex 

• Lack of logical structure 

• Mixing content and carrier data 

• Hierarchical relationships missing 

• Anglo-American centric viewpoint 

• Written before FRBR 

• Not enough support for collocation 

• Before Internet and well-formed metadata 
Based on slide from Ann Chapman, UKOLN
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RDA

• A new standard for resource description and 
access

• Format-neutral

• Designed for the digital world
• Optimized for use as an online product

• Description and access of all resources 
• All types of content and media 

• Resulting records usable in the digital environment 
(Internet, Web OPACs, etc.)

• Content standard, not a display standard (AACR 
was both)
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RDA – The Goals 

• Rules should be easy to use and interpret 

• Be applicable to an online, networked environment 

• Provide effective bibliographic control for all types of 
media 

• Encourage use beyond the library community 

• Be compatible with other similar standards 

• Have a logical structure based on internationally agreed 
principles 

• Separate content and carrier data 

• Examples – more of them, more appropriate

slide Ann Chapman, UKOLN
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RDA is based on IFLA’s 

international models and 

principles

• Statement of International Cataloguing 
Principles (ICP)

• Functional Requirements for Bibliographic 
Records (FRBR)

• Functional Requirements for Authority 
Data (FRAD)

• Functional Requirements for Subject 
Authority Data (FRSAD)



RDA Toolkit: Paid subscription from 

ALA; most current version of RDA



LC RDA: NASIG 2011 -

Module 2
55

RDA bibliographic records

• Possible clues that a MARC bibliographic 
record is an RDA record:

– Leader (MARC 000) position 18:  value “i” (ISBD 
punctuation included) 

– 040 $a DLC $b eng $c DLC $e rda

[subfield $b not required]

– Presence of 336, 337, 338 MARC fields

Reminders: Leader is MARC 000 field

MARC 040 field is “Cataloging Source”



040 Cataloging source

|a Original cataloging agency 
|b Language of cataloging
|c - Transcribing agency
|d - Modifying agency

|e - Description conventions
|f - Subject heading/thesaurus conventions
|6 Linkage 
|8 Field link and sequence number 

336 Content type

|a Content type term

|2 Source

337 Media type

|a Media type term

|2 Source

338 Carrier type

|a Carrier type term

|2 Source

Is it RDA?



Is it RDA?



Is it RDA?



Is it RDA?



Is it RDA?



Terms used in RDA

• Resource: manifestation or item. Contains one or 
more work and expression.

• Carrier: physical format in which the resource is 
stored. (online resource, videodisc…)

• Content type: how the content of a work is 
communicated. (written text, still image…)

• Preferred source of information: source or sources 
from which information should be taken from a 
resource for the bibliographic description (liner notes, 
title page…)

• Creator: person, family, or corporate body responsible 
for the content of a work. They are authorized access 
points. (author, actor…)



Data types in RDA

• Transcribed data: exactly what is found on 
a resource (title proper)

• Recorded data: recorded, but not exactly, 
from the source (# of pages, date of pub.)

• Standardized data: from a controlled list of 
values (authority records for creators and 
contributors)
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RDA has controlled vocabularies

• Only a few closed:  content, media, and 
carrier types; mode of issuance; etc.

• Most are open:  cataloguer can supply term 
if needed term not in list

• Vocabularies being registered on the Web 
(http://metadataregistry.org/rdabrowse.htm) 
-- goal of multiple languages and/or scripts

http://metadataregistry.org/rdabrowse.htm


• Policy statements: best practices outlined 

by institution, national library, etc. 

• Core elements: bare minimum of 

acceptable cataloguing – identified in RDA

• Alternatives, options, and exceptions:  

scattered throughout RDA

Features of RDA



Some definitions

• Access Point: name, term, etc. 
representing an entity (person, family, 
corporate body, work, subject, etc.). Used 
in information search and retrieval. 

• Authorized Access Point: 
standardized/preferred version of an AP

• Variant Access Point: alternative to the 
AAP; refers users to AAP with “see also” 
references



66

RDA Structure

• 0: Introduction

• Section 1: Recording Attributes of 
Manifestation and Item

• Section 2: Recording Attributes of Work and 
Expression

• Section 3: Recording Attributes of Person, 
Family, and Corporate Body

• Section 4: Recording Attributes of Concept, 
Object, Event, and Place
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RDA Structure

• Section 5: Recording Primary Relationships 
Between Work, Expression, Manifestation, and 
Item

• Section 6: Recording Relationships to Persons, 
Families, and Corporate Bodies

• Section 7: Recording Relationships to 
Concepts, Objects, Events, and Places

• Section 8: Recording Relationships Between 
Works, Expressions, Manifestations, and Items

• Section 9: Recording Relationships Between 
Persons, Families, and Corporate Bodies

• Section 10: Recording Relationships Between 
Concepts, Objects, Events, and Places



RDA Structure - Appendices 

A: Capitalization

B: Abbreviations and symbols

C: Initial articles

D: Record syntaxes for descriptive data

E: Record syntaxes for access point control

F: Additional instructions on names of persons

G: Titles of nobility, terms of rank, etc. 

H: Dates in the Christian calendar

I: Relationship designators: Relationships between a resource and persons, 
families, and corporate bodies associated with the resource

J: Relationship designators: Relationships between works, expressions, 
manifestations, and items

K: Relationship designators: Relationships between persons, families, and 
corporate bodies

L: Relationship designators: Relationships between concepts, objects, events, 
and places

M: Relationship designators: Subject relationships

… and a Glossary



0: Introduction

0.0 Purpose and scope
– Resource: Find, select, identify, obtain 

– Associated entity: Find, identify, clarify, understand

0.1 Key features 
– “flexible and extensible framework”

– for digital and non-digital resources

0.2 Conceptual models underlying RDA
– FRBR, FRAD, FRSAD

0.3 Relationship to other standards for resource description and access
– ISBD, AACR, MARC 21, compatible with Dublin Core

0.4 Objectives and principles governing resource description and 
access

– IFLA’s International Cataloguing Principles

0.5 Structure
– Sections 1-4: Attributes

– Sections 5-10: Relationships
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0: Introduction

0.6 Core elements

0.6.1 General: RDA is based on attributes in 

FRBR, FRAD, and FRSAD

0.6.2 Core Elements

– “Selected according to the FRBR assessment of 

the value of each attribute in supporting the 

following user tasks:

• Identify and select a manifestation

• Identify works and expressions embodied in a 

manifestation

• Identify the creator or creators of a work.”
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0: Introduction

0.6.5 Section 1: Recording attributes of manifestation and item

• Include at the minimum those that are “applicable and readily ascertainable”: 
– Title

• Title proper “as it appears on the source of information” 

– Statement of responsibility 

• –Relating to title proper (if more than one, only the first recorded is required) “as it appears on the source of 

information”

– Edition statement
• Designation of edition

• Designation of a named revision of an edition

– Numbering of serials

– Production statement - Date of production (for a resource in an unpublished form)

– Publication statement
• Place of publication (if more than one, only the first one is required)

• Publisher’s name (if more than one, only the first one is required)

• Date of publication

– Series statement

– Identifier for the manifestation - if more than one, prefer an internationally recognised identifier

– Carrier type - Examples: audio disc, computer disc, microfiche, volume, videodisc, etc.

– Extent – Only if the resource is complete or if the extent is known (# pages, recording time)

• Also see Joudrey et al., p. 142, Table 4.2: RDA Core Elements for 

Manifestations and Items



0: Introduction

0.6.6 Section 2: Recording Attributes of Work and Expression
– Preferred title for the work (basis for the authorized access point) 

– Identifier for the work

0.7 Access points
– “Construction of authorized and variant access points representing 

works, expressions, persons, families, and corporate bodies”

– Authorized access points to record relationships

0.8 Alternatives and options
– Optional addition/omission

– Write policy or use cataloguer’s judgment? 

0.9 Exceptions – take precedence over the preceding instruction

0.10 Examples

0.11 Internationalization 
– Transcribe as shown on the source of information 

0.12 Encoding RDA data
– Internal vocabulary encoding schemes for use with RDA



RDA Section 1: 

Recording Attributes of 

Manifestation and Item

(These relate to MI in FRBR’s 

WEMI – Work, Expression, 

Manifestation, Item)



Section 1: Recording Attributes of 

Manifestation and Item

1: General guidelines on recording attributes of manifestations and items

(things to consider, decide, or know before starting to create a descriptive 

cataloguing record)

2: Identifying manifestations and items

(purpose: to help users find and identify resources)

3: Describing carriers

(purpose: to help users select appropriate resources based on physical 

description and format)

4: Providing acquisition and access infoformation



• Identify as many RDA Manifestation attributes 
as you can for the handout “Unlocking 
Exercise 10.” Focus on the RDA Core 
Elements. 

• Identify as many MARC fields, subfields, and 
indicators as you can. Use the following 
resources to help you:

– Library of Congress – MARC Standards 
https://www.loc.gov/marc/

– OCLC Bibliographic Formats and Standards 
https://www.oclc.org/bibformats/en.html

Practice: Cataloguing RDA 

Manifestation attributes

https://www.loc.gov/marc/
https://www.oclc.org/bibformats/en.html


RDA Section 2: 

Recording Attributes of Work 

and Expression

(These relate to WE in FRBR’s 

WEMI – Work, Expression, 

Manifestation, Item)



RDA Section 2: 

Recording Attributes of Work and Expression

• Identifying works & expressions

• Also called “naming the work”/“naming the 

expression”

• RDA elements in this section can mostly be found 

in the following MARC fields:

• 100 – Main Entry – Personal Name

• 110 – Main Entry – Corporate Name

• 111 – Main Entry – Meeting Name

• 130 – Main Entry – Uniform Title

• 245 – Title Statement

• $c Statement of Responsibility



Bibliographic record example



0.6.6 Section 2: Recording 

Attributes of Work and Expression

• Core elements of a Work:
– Preferred title (Authorized Access Point)

• Purpose of an AAP, from 6.0 Purpose and Scope

Authorized access points representing works and expressions can be used for different 
purposes. They provide the means for:

a) bringing together all descriptions of resources embodying a work when various manifestations 
have appeared under various titles

b) identifying a work when the title by which it is known differs from the title proper of the resource 
being described

c) differentiating between two or more works with the same title

d) organizing hierarchical displays of descriptions for resources embodying different expressions 
of a work

e) recording a relationship to a related work (see chapter 25) or a related expression (see 
chapter 26).

– Form

– Date

– Place of origin

– “Other distinguishing characteristic”

• Musical work with a title that is not distinctive - add these as needed to 
differentiate from other works

– Medium of performance

– Numeric designation

– Key



0.6.6 Section 2: Recording 

Attributes of Work and Expression

• Core Elements of an Expression:
– Identifier 

– Content type

– Language

• Record as many of these as needed to differentiate
from other expressions
– Date

– Other distinguishing characteristic

• Core Elements for a cartographic (map) expression:
– Horizontal scale

– Vertical scale

• Joudrey et al., p. 281 – RDA Core Elements for Works 
and Expressions (handout)



5: General guidelines

5.5 Authorized Access Points

Use the preferred title as the basis

Construct AAP by combining (in this order): 

The AAP for the person, family, or corp. body responsible

The preferred title

Example: Neal, Diane Rasmussen. Indexing and retrieval of 

non-text information

Section 2: Recording Attributes of 

Work and Expression 



• AAP for a name 
authority will 
typically be in the 
100s in MARC

• AAP for a title will 
be in MARC field 
245 (Title 
Statement). It has 
subfields including: 

– |a Title

– |c Statement of 
responsibility

Where/what is the AAP? 

(Bibliographic record)



6: Identifying Works and Expressions

7: Describing Content

Section 2: Recording Attributes of 

Work and Expression 



300 – Physical Description
|a - Extent

|b - Other physical details 

|c - Dimensions 

336 – Content Type
|a – Content type term

|b – Content type code

|2 – Source “The most common 
source will likely be the Library of 
Congress list Term and Code List 
for RDA Content Types, 
represented by |2rdacontent.”

https://www.loc.gov/standards/value
list/rdacontent.html

https://www.loc.gov/standards/valuelist/rdacontent.html


337 – Media type

338 – Carrier type



• Identify as many RDA Work and Expression 
attributes as you can for the handout 
“Unlocking Exercise 98.” Focus on the RDA 
Core Elements. 

• Identify as many MARC fields, subfields, and 
indicators as you can. Use the following 
resources to help you:

– Library of Congress – MARC Standards 
https://www.loc.gov/marc/

– OCLC Bibliographic Formats and Standards 
https://www.oclc.org/bibformats/en.html

Practice: Cataloguing RDA Work 

and Expression attributes

https://www.loc.gov/marc/
https://www.oclc.org/bibformats/en.html


RDA Section 3: 

Recording Attributes of Person, 

Family, and Corporate Body

(These relate to FRBR Group 2 

Entities; also FRAD)



0.6.7 Section 3: Recording Attributes of 

Person, Family, and Corporate Body

• Core Elements for Person, Family, or Corporate Body

• Record as separate elements, as part of their AAP (authority 
record), or both 

• Person:
– Preferred name 

– Title (Rev., Sir, etc.)

– Date of birth

– Date of death

– Other designation (St., fictitious, etc.)

– Profession or occupation (Prof.)

– Identifier 

• Family:
– Preferred name 

– Type of family

– Date associated 

– Identifier



0.6.7 Section 3: Recording Attributes of 

Person, Family, and Corporate Body

• Corporate Body: 
– Preferred name

– Location of conference, etc. 

– Date of conference, etc. 

– Associated institution (for conferences, etc.)

– Number of a conference, etc. 

– Other designation association, if name doesn’t 
convey the idea of the corporate body

– Identifier

• See list of RDA Core Elements in Joudrey et 
al., pp. 335-336 (handout)



0.6.7 Section 3: Recording Attributes of 

Person, Family, and Corporate Body

“If the preferred name for the person, family, or corporate body 
is the same as or similar to a name by which another … is 
known, differentiate them by recording as many of the additional 
identifying elements in the following list as necessary”: 

– Title of the person

– Fuller form of name

– Profession or occupation

– Period of activity of the person

– Other designation of the person

– Place associated with the family

– Prominent member of the family

– Other place associated with the corporate body

– Date of establishment

– Date of termination

– Period of activity of the corporate body

– Associated institution

– Other designation associated with the corporate body



8: General Guidelines

9: Identifying persons

Section 3: Recording Attributes of 

Person, Family, and Corporate Body



Putting FRBR, MARC, and RDA 

together



93

Work attributes found in what field? 

• preferred title  1XX $t, 130, 240, 245, 7XX $t
• date of work 130 $f
• other distinguishing characteristic of the work:  

depends on what the distinguishing characteristic is
• form of work: 1XX, 7XX, 380
• intended audience: 008/22 ; 6XX $v [Juvenile 

resources]
• key: 240, 130, 7XX
• medium of performance: 240, 130, 7XX
• numeric designation of a musical work: 240, 130, 

7XX
• coordinates of cartographic content: 255
• equinox  : 255 $e
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Expression attributes found in what field? 

• content type:  336

• date of expression:  $f of expression access 
point

• language of expression:  008/35-37, 041, 
546, 130/240 $l, 7XX $l

• summarization of content:  520

• other distinguishing characteristic:  depends 
on the characteristic

• Scale [Core for cartographic resources]: 507, 
255
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Manifestation attributes found in what 

field?

• title proper: 245 $a, $n, $p

• statement of responsibility for the title 

proper: 245 $c

• edition statement: 250 $a

• place of publication/distribution/manufacture/  

production: 264 $a

• publisher/distributor/manufacturer/producer: 

264 $b

• date of publication/distribution/manufacture/ 

production: 264 $c

• series statement: 490
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Manifestation attributes found in 

what field?  (continued)

• carrier type: 338

• media type: 337

• extent: 300 $a

• dimensions: 300 $c

• identifier for the manifestation : 020, etc.

• mode of issuance: Leader/07

• URL: 856

• frequency: 310/321

• note on changes in carrier characteristics: 500

• digital file characteristic: 347

• layout of cartographic images: 340 $k
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Item attributes found in what bibliographic 

record or item record field?

• restrictions on use : 5XX

• item identifier : barcode in Item record

• access restrictions on the item : 5XX
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Person attributes found in what field? 

• preferred name for the person: 100 $a, 700 $a

• title of person : 100 $c, 670

• dates associated with the person 
(birth/death/period of activity) : 100 $d, 046

• place of birth : 370 $a, 670

• place of death : 370 $b, 670

• associated country : 370 $c, 670

• place of residence : 370 $e, 670
• fuller form of name: 100 $q, 378

• other designation associated with the person (for 
saints or spirits): 100/700 $c

• profession or occupation : 100/700 $c, 374, 670 
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Family attributes found in what field? 

(authority/bibliographic record)

• preferred name for the family: 100 $a

• type of family: 100, 376 $a, 670 

• date associated with the family: 100 

$d, 046, 670 

• place associated with family: 100 $c, 

370, 670

• prominent member of the family: 100 

$g



100

Corporate Body attributes found in what 

field?

• preferred name of the corporate body: 110 

or 111 $a

• number of a conference, etc.: 111 $n

• place associated: 110, 111 $c, 370, 670 

• date associated :  046, 110, 111 $d, 670 

• associated institution: 111 $670

• other designation associated with the 

corporate body: 368

• other information associated with the 

corporate body: 670



• How do the official standards of FRBR, 

RDA, and MARC relate to your typical 

cataloguing work?

• How do you decide what to include and 

exclude for your users’ best interests? 

• Decisions on local cataloguing policies 

and procedures vs. official standards

Final discussion



• RDA Toolkit: https://access.rdatoolkit.org/
(One free 30-day trial per institution)

• Library of Congress RDA Training Materials: 
http://bit.ly/2qJcmmb

• Library of Congress – MARC Standards 
https://www.loc.gov/marc/

• Library of Congress – RDA in MARC 
http://www.loc.gov/marc/RDAinMARC.html

• OCLC Bibliographic Formats and Standards 
https://www.oclc.org/bibformats/en.html

• OCLC’s About RDA page 
https://www.oclc.org/en/rda/about.html

Resources

https://access.rdatoolkit.org/
http://bit.ly/2qJcmmb
https://www.loc.gov/marc/
http://www.loc.gov/marc/RDAinMARC.html
https://www.oclc.org/bibformats/en.html
https://www.oclc.org/en/rda/about.html

